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He served his country and we were proud to give 
back when we learned he had a need. Here is 
veteran Mark’s story and experience with Home 
Repairs, in his own words.

“I’m a tractor trailer driver, and on 
January 5, 2021, I was in an accident 
in South Carolina and lost my left leg 
from the thigh down. Following the 
accident, I had five surgeries in an 
attempt to find a solid bone so they 
could attach a prosthetic leg. 

“While I was in the hospital, I got 
COVID – like the full blown, ‘you might 
not make it’ kind of COVID. In fact, the 
doctor told my wife that I had a 50/50 
chance of survival. 

“I did survive, went home, and was 
taking care of myself with in-home 
nursing. While I was home recovering, 
though, I started having some severe stomach problems 
and contracted a UTI, which I went back into the hospital for. 
The incisions from my prior surgeries had also been leaking, 
and the wound [was extremely infected]. I had to go back 
into surgery to get those wounds properly cleaned out and 
sewed back up. 

“Following this, I was worried 
to death about how I’d get in and out of my 
house. It has a very steep walkway going 
up to the road and wasn’t ADA accessible 
for me. My son, who does non-emergency 
medical transportation, told me he knew 
someone who might be able to help – he 

called Mark [Wolfe] with Home Repairs.

“While I was in rehab for two weeks, Home Repairs came 
and made the ramp in front of my house, from the front 
door to part of the way up the walkway. It was a very well 
built ramp, and I was really impressed with the
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workmanship they 
put into it. I am so 
grateful they were 
willing to do that 
for me. 

“The quality of 
the work Home 
Repairs did is just 
amazing. They 
didn’t just throw 
it together; it 
was built to be 
permanent to the house. 

“We have since moved to an apartment, because we 
need a home that is overall safer for me, with two exits in 
case of fire and bathroom modifications and all that. If I 
need a ramp at my new house, I’ll definitely be getting in 
touch with Mark [Wolfe] again.
.
“To the volunteers who built the ramp while I was in the 
hospital: Thank you so much. My everyday life in that 
home depended on the ramp you built for me. Without 
you, my life would have been so much more difficult, and 
I’m very grateful for and thank each and every one of 
you.

“People sometimes ask me how I feel about losing my 
leg and if it’s depressing. I tell them, ‘No, it’s just a piece; 
it’s not the whole me – my soul wasn’t in that leg. I can’t 
get it back, so why be depressed? I’m moving on and 
looking towards the future. 

Not many high-level businesspeople would have 
considered an alternate career in carpentry. 
But Marty Cuellar did. 

Throughout his 40+ years as a quality professional, mainly in 
the food industry, Marty has always had a desire to serve - and a 
love for carpentry. It’s what’s led him on numerous missions trips 
over the years.

“At one of our previous churches, we took regular mission trips 
to Honduras, where we worked at one particular orphanage, 
doing construction and repair projects, so I’ve always had an 
interest in and heart for that sort of work,” Marty said.

“My gift is hands-on doing. I don’t necessarily have to know the 
people I’m serving; what matters to me is that I know I’m doing 
what I’m meant to be doing. And my internal compass says I 
need to be doing or making something.”

His career eventually landed him in Georgia, which led to Marty 
and his wife attending Perimeter Church, where Frits ten Pas 
introduced him to Home Repairs. Marty began volunteering - 
and hasn’t stopped.

“I remember seeing the conditions in the orphanages in 
Honduras and in Jamaica, and it’s enough to make a grown 
man cry,” he said. “If people saw the conditions we see people 
living in, even here in America... We’ve been in homes where 
people have lined their toilets with plastic bags because they 
can’t afford to have the water turned on, and homes where there    
was nothing in a kitchen cabinet between the sink and the dirt 
floor below. 

“People see what’s on the surface, but you don’t know what’s 
going on in people’s homes. 

“Sometimes people just don’t know who to call, or they do but 
they’re not in a position to pay for it. It may be easy to say ‘Just 
go get a job’ or ‘Dust yourself off’, but that’s a very simplistic way 
to look at complex issues. We’ve been given an opportunity to 
help, and if it’s within my ability to help, I’m obliged to do so.”

And for Marty, while he loves serving homeowners, he also 
views his work as a kingdom investment.

“To whom much is given, much is expected. When I show up 
at the gates of heaven, Jesus will want to know what I did with 

Working for the Kingdom: Marty’s story
what He gave me, and I want to have 
an answer.”

“I look forward to doing this work, and 
we do good work, too. I often step back 
and look at our work and just think 
‘Here you go, Lord; it’s for You’.

In addition to his love for woodworking, 
Marty enjoys home improvement, 
gardening, and spending time with he 
and his wife Linda’s four children and 
four grandchildren. He and Linda, an 
occasional Home Repairs volunteer, 
herself, also love traveling.

“Linda helped me lay a floor once on 
a Home Repairs project. And another 
time, when my back was injured, 
she got up on the ladder with John 
[Mandersheid, 
HRM volunteer] and 
painted a bathroom,” 
Marty said. 

Marty’s experience 
with Home Repairs 
has been one of 
true brotherhood 
and making deep 
connections with 
the men he regularly 
serves alongside. 

“We have interesting theological 
discussions while we work; it’s so 
great to work alongside them. Just 
being around them has made me a 
better individual,” he said.

Because of the role Home Repairs 
has played in his life, Marty invites 
people of all ages and skill levels 
to join the team and volunteer:

“Retirees, come and work with 
us. Young people, if you’re 
homeschooled or even looking 

“I thank the Lord 
every day for the 
people who have 
been helping me get 
through this time, 
and I’m very thankful 
for Home Repairs’ 
contributions to my 
quality of life.”

“My gift is hands-on doing. 
I don’t necessarily have to 

know the people I’m serving; 
what matters to me is that 
I know I’m doing what I’m 

meant to be doing.”

for a trade career: I’d love to see Home 
Repairs be able to help train you in 
the basics of plumbing or electricity 
or repair work. Not to mention, there’s 
a lot of wisdom to be gained through 
spending time with our volunteers.

“Even if you don’t know which end of 
the hammer to hold, come and work 
with us,” Marty laughed. “You don’t 
need extraordinary skills to serve 
others. If we’re doing a tile job, for 
example, we may have someone 
cutting the tile and someone running 
tile up the stairs. If people are willing 
to serve, we’re willing to put them 
to work.

Interested in serving with 
Home Repairs Ministries? 
Visit homerepairs.org to learn 
more about getting involved. 



This year, thanks to you, we’ve been able to help care for many 
homeowners in need. Your support means so much to them - and to us - 

because they had no other options. 

When you give, you aren’t just meeting a physical need, you’re also 
helping give hope and healing to those who need it. 

Home Repairs Ministries • PO Box 922194 • Norcross, GA 30010 • info@homerepairs.org • 404-919-5871 • homerepairs.org
Or send a check to:

When I cried out to you, 
you answered me.  

– Psalm 138:3

The single mom who had no one to turn to; the aging widow who 
couldn’t maintain her home once her husband passed; the veteran
 who lost his leg - and nearly lost his life. These homeowners had 

one thing in common - they all needed our help. 

Give now at homerepairs.org
or scan the QR code.

This Christmas season, would you consider 
giving to Home Repairs so we can say yes to more 

homeowners in need? 


