
New flooring 
makes home safer 
for Duluth seniors

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii Jj Kk Ll Mm
Nn Oo Pp Qq Rr Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz

PRIMARY TYPEFACE

SF Pro Display

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii Jj Kk Ll Mm
Nn Oo Pp Qq Rr Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz

SECONDARY TYPEFACE

Adobe Caslon Pro

RGB: 28/52/77
CMYK: 93/76/45/41
HEX: #1c344d

RGB: 44/126/126
CMYK: 82/34/49/9
HEX: #2c7e7e

RGB: 163/163/163
CMYK: 38/31/32/0
HEX: #1c344d

Building 
Connections
 N E W S L E T T E R

Repairing 
homes 

and hearts 
as churches 

serve 
together

“

“

It might sound like an ordinary project.
  But trading carpet for hardwood and repairing a 
hole in the floor made a world of difference for Betty, a 
caregiver for her parents, both in their mid-80s.
  “It’s especially good for my father because he’s on a 
walker,” she explained. “So, it’s made life much easier.”
  Getting this work done felt like a hurdle, though, until 
one day at her church — Mount Carmel Missionary 
Baptist in Duluth — Betty heard about Home Repairs.
  “Once I found out about the work they do, I went ahead 
and signed up because I couldn’t afford to do it on my 
own. But it was work that needed to be done,” explained 
Betty. 
  With the help of Home Repairs volunteers, the carpets 
in Betty’s foyer, living room, dining room and kitchen were 
all swapped with hardwood.

   Mark Wolfe, Home 
Repairs’ executive 
director, said they 
originally came 
to Betty’s house 
thinking they’d help 
in another way.
    “The original 
scope of Betty’s 

project was to repair a hole in the 
kitchen floor and install new flooring there,” he explained. 
“But starting work, we discovered loose carpeting in the 
living room, dining room and hallways. This presented a 
trip hazard for her parents.”

 Together with Friends of Gwinnett Seniors, 
volunteers were able to update all the flooring with a 
hard surface.
 “Working with Friends of Gwinnett Seniors, who 
provided financial support for new flooring material for all 
of the rooms, we removed the carpet and installed a safer 
flooring surface,” added Mark. 
 Another perk of this project? Getting the chance to 
spend some time with Betty’s family.
 “During our project, I had the opportunity to talk 
with Betty’s dad and hear a bit of his story,” said Mark. 
“Everyone has a story to tell and I’m glad that I got to hear 
a bit of his.”
  Betty said she appreciated the volunteer crew who 
installed her hardwood.
  “They did an excellent job,” she said. “Come lunch time, 
I went and got lunch for them and I didn’t mind doing that 
at all. They’re a nice bunch of Christian people. I would 
definitely have them back again.”
  For homeowners in need, Home Repairs is a great 
option, she added.
  “It definitely saves you money for one thing,” said Betty. 
“And it’s an excellent bunch of workers who come in and 
do the work.”



A rotting deck. Plumbing problems. An unstable staircase. 
All fairly common issues when it comes to home repairs, but 
they can be an enormous hurdle for homeowners in need.

 “I know there’s often no way [the homeowners we serve] can 
afford to make these repairs,” said Jeff Bourne. “Sometimes, the 
county is even threatening consequences if the repairs aren’t 
made, so these repairs might mean the difference between 
staying in their home or not.” 

Jeff Bourne, a Home Repairs volunteer and donor, recognizes 
the need some homeowners - especially widows - have and 
has been helping meet that need from a young age. 

Jeff’s story with Home Repairs Ministries began with Perimeter 
Church, which he has attended for 25 years. Jeff taught Home 
Repairs’ former executive director Harvey Anderson’s son in 
his discipleship group. From that relationship with Harvey, 
Jeff began working on repair jobs with Home Repairs. Jeff’s 
passion for serving widows, however, began years ago in 
Virginia.

When he was young, Jeff used to mow the lawns of older 
women that lived alone near his home. “It gave me a lot of 
experience, and even back then, it gave me insight into 
how their lives worked and the struggles they had,” he 
said.

Later when he became a teacher, Jeff worked a side 
job painting houses and would often paint for fellow 
teachers who were widowed. It was never about the 
pay; he simply knew they needed a job well done, at 
a good price, with the security of knowing the people 
doing the work - and he was happy to do it. 

He believes God prepared his heart when he was young 
to help widows and others in need the way he has with 
Home Repairs.

In his time serving with Home Repairs, Jeff has gone 
from a volunteer to primarily a donor. Following multiple 
knee and ankle surgeries, he wasn’t physically able to 
contribute to projects the way he had in the past. However 
Jeff stated, “Just because I can’t physically contribute to 
the work, there’s no reason I can’t contribute monetarily.” 

Giving of his time and resources matters to Jeff because 
he sees it as a direct command from the Lord. “It’s certainly 
part of our Christian calling to help widows and orphans- 
it’s clearly mandated throughout scripture (James 1:27),” 
Jeff said. “Home Repairs is a group that meets that need.”

And it’s a need that matters more than ever.

“The need [for home repairs] is great and not getting 
smaller. In fact, it’s likely growing. For every job we know 
about, there are probably two or three we don’t even know 
about,” he said. “But I know that the things the ministry 
does usually have immediate results. We are able to fix 
problems that have often been years in the making and 
usually fix them in a weekend.”

Volunteer turned donor 
gives out of a passion 
for serving widows

“It’s certainly part of our 
CHRISTIAN CALLING 
to help widows and 
orphans- it’s clearly 
mandated throughout 
scripture (James 1:27). 
Home Repairs is a group 
that meets that need.”

- JEFF BOURNE

The last repair job Jeff worked on this summer involved 
volunteers from different churches, and Jeff has been 
encouraged to see Home Repairs grow over the years. 
“It’s becoming an area-wide commitment from a lot of 
people. Obviously, something that large needs funding 
to be able to help as many people as possible,” he said.

“The vision is to make 
sure we take care of 
every person God brings 
to our attention.”

Because Jeff has seen the life change firsthand, 
he continues to give toward Home Repairs’ mission 
of repairing homes and hearts. “When you see the 
response from the people you’re helping, it feels so 
good. The blessing goes both ways,” Jeff said. “We 
don’t do it for that reason, but it’s wonderful to know that 
you’ve helped and made a big difference in someone’s 
life.” 

Home Repairs



Please give today so that we can say “yes” when a homeowner
has a critical repair need. 

Give today at homerepairs.org. 

Help us say “YES!”
The pandemic has affected everyone greatly – including vulnerable homeowners. 

Many of the people we serve have been hit hard.

We’ve had more requests this year than ever before - and we’ve had to turn down 
more than we want due to fewer available resources. 

We are in recovery mode.

But you can help. You can be the person who helps ensure a senior adult doesn’t 
fall through their rotted deck. You can help provide them with a working bathroom. 

You can be the reason they stay safe and warm this winter.
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