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Volunteers overhaul unsafe
porch for Gwinnett senior
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Carrie’s back deck was too
dangerous to use.

“The back deck was just about falling in,” said this
Gwinnett County senior. “I had needed it fixed for a long
time.”
Home repairs are nothing new for Carrie, though.
“I’ve been in this house for 20 years. It always needs
something,” she said.
But making those fixes? Carrie didn’t have too many
options.
“I didn’t have any way of doing anything about it,” she
added.
But then, a friend told her about Home Repairs.
“A friend of mine gave me a paper with Home Repairs’
name on it,” explained Carrie. “So, I called and they
responded. A lady talked to me first. And then, two guys
came out and looked at it.”

Home Repairs

That was a blessing to me.
A blessing. It’s so much
different. It looks so nice.

After Home Repairs volunteers looked over her project and did
their prep, crews got to work.
“Carrie’s back porch was unsafe to walk on. It also served as one
of two ways in and out of her home, so it was important to repair,”
said Home Repairs’ Executive Director Mark Wolfe.
“Supported by Friends of Gwinnett Seniors, we were able to
repair her porch and provide a safe entry and exit point from her
home.”
Carrie said they finished work at her house — tearing down the
old porch and building up a new one — in about three days.
“They were really nice men, retired men,” she said. “One time, I
looked out and when they were tearing it down, there were about
six or seven working out there. And then, when they were finishing
up, I think there were three of them working on it that day. They
really went through it.”
And how does she feel about her newly finished back porch?
“That was a blessing to me. A blessing,” she said. “It’s so much
different. It looks so nice.”

- CARRIE

Want to help more
homeowners like
Carrie? Give now at
HomeRepairs.org.

Meet one of our new board
members, Chad Dykes!
Tell us about yourself - occupation, family, pets,
hobbies, etc.
I’ve spent my career in the heating and air
conditioning industry, and I’m currently the majority
owner of a commercial HVAC company. My wife
Tammy and I have been married for almost 35 years,
and we live in Berkeley Lake. We have two wonderful
children, Amanda and Drew, and one grandson, Dylan,
who’s just a couple months old. My hobbies include
going to the gym and playing an occasional game of
golf.
What other community organizations are you
involved in?
My wife and I have been members of Perimeter
Church for 34 years and remain active.
Anything else you’d like to add?
I’m very excited to meet the rest of the Home Repairs
team and get involved in this ministry.

How did you hear about Home Repairs?
I attend Perimeter Church and remember when Harvey
Anderson started the ministry. As a contractor, I was able
to donate some materials now and then.
What made you decide to get involved with Home
Repairs?
Home Repairs definitely meets a need in the community,
and I’ve always had a heart for service-centered
ministries.
What is your goal as a board member?
My desire is to contribute in any way that helps Home
Repairs reach as many people as we can for God’s
kingdom.

Home Repairs
definitely meets a
need in the
community, and I’ve
always had a heart
for service-centered
ministries.
- CHAD DYKES

Following His guidance

Dear Friend,

“The mind of man plans his way, But the LORD directs his steps.” Proverbs 16:9

Each year we prepare a Strategic Plan which is our operating guide for the year. We have a committee
of five that spends thoughtful time creating the plan. Once developed, we present that plan to our Board
of Directors for approval. We had a great plan for 2020. It incorporated growth in all the areas that are
important to us and those we serve.
Did we meet our stated goals for 2020? The short answer is no.
Was 2020 a complete miss? The short answer is also no.
Despite a pivot in our plans, we completed 98 projects in 2020. We helped many with nowhere else to
turn. Our volunteers showed up, our individual donors continued to support us, and many prayed for us.
(Thank each and every one of you for that.)
So far 2021 is off to a good start. I will share a few highlights with you:
• We have two new board members who bring fresh ideas to help us grow.
• We are now a member of ReFrame, a national organization for nonprofits that provide home repairs.
Through this membership we have access to discounted materials, a national lobbying effort for
support and much more.
• We are in the process of obtaining a certification in home modifications for seniors.
• And yes, we are still safely completing projects for homeowners in need.
• Our Strategic Plan for 2021 is completed and approved and while we are hopeful for this new year, we
are most excited to see how God will guide Home Repairs Ministries in the year ahead. We fully trust
that He will direct our steps.
Thank you for your continued support. May 2021 shine bright for you.
Blessings,

The mind of man plans his way.
But the LORD directs his steps.

Please give today so that we can say “yes” when a homeowner
has a critical repair need.

Give today at homerepairs.org.
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