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Safe & Secure

the Home Repairs Difference

Anna Niziol truly had no idea where, or how,
she was going to get help. Her front bay
window and the siding beneath it were rotting
away. If that wasn’t enough, her deck also had
rotting wood and exposed nails.
“The squirrels were chopping away on many handrail
areas, too,” Anna said. “I spent many restless nights
worrying about my home.”
Before her husband passed away suddenly, Anna had
depended on him to keep an eye on the house and to
help provide financially.

“Sadly, after losing him, I just didn’t look at my house
like I should, or rather how he would have. And now
I’m on a fixed income,” she said. “I try to walk around
my entire house at least a few times a month but it’s an
older home so many repairs are needed. Rotted wood is
sometimes hidden and that’s what happened to my front
bay windows, siding and deck.”
The painter Anna hired to paint the exterior discovered
the rotted wood. He couldn’t continue painting until the
wood was repaired, but Anna didn’t have thousands of
dollars for the repairs.
continued on next page
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“I just had to let it go and pray about it until I could
figure something out financially,” she said.
Then, one day while volunteering at Perimeter
Church, she heard about Home Repairs
Ministries through her deacon and another
member. Some of the men who volunteered
with Home Repairs through Perimeter came
to her home to look at the needed repairs and
then coordinated the repair date with Anna and
Home Repairs.
“I knew when they showed up, and assured
me that 'everything is going to be okay', that it
was going to be okay. They had strong faith
coupled with hammers, nails, saws, tape
measures, etc., and teamwork,” Anna said.

“They gave me peace of mind and were a team of
caring, faithful church members sharing all the skills
between them to repair my home. Everyone even
had clean-up responsibilities and shared that too!”
For Anna, a mom of two and grandmother of five
who loves having a houseful of grandchildren,
she’s grateful to have a safe place for herself and her
loved ones.
“This was such a blessing and prayers were
answered. I trusted the ministry team working
on my home and they always started out with a
prayer - and included me,” She said. “Thank you
Perimeter Church for sharing a great organization
like Home Repairs with another widow! I feel safe
and secure now.”

This was such a blessing
and prayers were answered.
I trusted the ministry team
working on my home and
they always started out with
a prayer - and included me.

homerepairs.org
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Dedicated volunteers
make a difference
What’s it really
take? Eons of
experience, a
background in
construction, or
a degree in
building trades?
Plenty of Home Repairs volunteers do have a history in
home construction. But that’s not a requirement. For
us, it all starts with a willing heart.
Just ask Frits ten Pas. He’s a veteran volunteer
with Home Repairs.
“I go way back to when Harvey Anderson first
started Home Repairs at Perimeter Church,
back before there was an official Home Repairs
Ministry that was a 501(c)3,” explained Frits.
“So, it’s been 15 years or more.”
Frits works with other volunteers a couple of days a
week, tackling whatever’s on the schedule.
“I love to help out,” he said. “And I’m
specialist by any means when it comes to
repairs. Like John Manderscheid is really
and so are a lot of other people on our
Some of them can do anything.”

not a
home
good
team.

His talents do include a can-do attitude and a
giving heart.
“I’ve always been a handyman, and I’ve done stuff
around home forever,” he said. “I grew up on a farm
and just learned a lot of basic little things.”

Home Repairs Ministries | Building Connections Newsletter

Plus, he said, working with the team of other
volunteers over the years has taught him plenty.
“I like that brotherhood, the companionship [of
our team] and knowing that what you’re doing is
helping someone in a big way,” says Frits. “It’s
just a great thing to be part of. Lord willing, as
long as I have the ability to help and the strength,
I’ll be part of the team.”
One other element Frits enjoys? Seeing how much
these home repairs mean to area homeowners.
“When you’re done with a project and you get
to experience the joy that the homeowner
expresses — you’re kind of the hands and feet
of Christ, helping them with something they
couldn’t do on their own,” he added.
Home Repairs Executive Director Mark Wolfe agrees.
“Many of the homeowners we serve feel
abandoned with nowhere to turn for help,” he
added. “Volunteers like Frits show them that they
are not forgotten and that they are cared for.”
And showing care for those
homeowners doesn’t require
credentials.

homes and
expert-level

“Anybody who wants to serve and help, you
shouldn’t think you have to be an expert,” added
Frits. “There’s always room for somebody to be
a helper. It doesn’t take any special skill. And if
someone’s interested in serving, come on over
and we’ll put you to work.”
Want to learn more about
joining the volunteer team at
Home Repairs Ministry?
Visit Homerepairs.org
homerepairs.org

How
we’re
making a
difference
Did you know?

When you give to Home Repairs you

help provide critical home repairs and

modifications? Because of you we’re able

to offer better home access to people with

1,540
VOLUNTEER
HOURS SPENT

3

HOMES
REPAIRED

disabilities, the opportunity to keep seniors
safer - and in their homes longer - plus we
enable families to offer a loving home to

children trapped in the foster care system.
Now that’s something worth celebrating!

Give today at
homerepairs.org
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Numbers are YTD. Thank you
for helping us change lives!

